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Wisconsin Association for Legal Professionals
www.wisconsinalp.org




To become a member of the Legal Personnel of South Central Wisconsin,
please contact our Membership Director,
Hilary Williams at $BS $ ) C/DB37
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Beth Koerber, PP, PLS: | started my first job in alaw
office on September 1, 1988. Yes, | remember the
exact date because my youngest, Kyle, was just two
monthsold. | had graduated from the Alaska Business
College (ABC) with a Legal Secretary diploma. |
becameinterested in working in the legal professionin
high school. | figured if | worked asalegal secretary |
would make moremoney. My first job wasworking for
a sole practitioner in Anchorage, Alaska. He was just
out of law school so it was quite thelearning experience
for the both of us. In Alaskathey used pleading paper,
which has vertical lines on both sides to show the
margins. | remember during my first week there, he
told me to use pleading paper for a document, and |
thought, "Oh no, what have | gotten myself in to?"

That waswhen | realized | had alot to learn.
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BK: Whilestill at ABC, we had several membersof the
Anchorage chapter of NALS come and talk to us about
the association and the benefits. | knew | wasnot going
to be in Alaska much longer, so decided to wait until |
got to Wisconsin to find a chapter to join. | saw a
meeting notice in the Dane County Bar newsletter and
decided to see what LPSCW (then Dane County Legal
Secretaries’ Association) wasabout. | remember Karen
was the president at the time. She called me a couple
weeks later and asked if | would serve as her
Parliamentarian. | decided "what the heck” and jumped
in. After that | was hooked.
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BK: | read my news on cnn.com and channel 3000.com
every day during lunch. Of course | aso read the
events and news on the UW’ s website.
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BK: Thisisahard one for me. | have only attended
four concertsin my life. Right after the Berlinwall fell
| went to a concert in Alaska where Eddie Money

appeared with a band from Berlin. | don’t remember
the name of the band. Thelast one | attended was the
UW Band at the Kohl Center. | am hoping that | will
get to “attend” more concerts at the Kohl Center while
working there.

/4% 3 21!'0 ! 3 2%

$ " ! $ 5

BK: The advice | would give to someone who is
thinking about changing careersistogoforit. Youwill
never know if you will succeed unless you try. After
working inthelegal field for over 20 years, | went back
to school and got a degree in Human Resources. Of
course I've had to start at the bottom again, but | am
enjoying it. When | graduated my sister gave me a
bracelet that says “The future belongs to those who
believe in the beauty of their dreams.” | wear that
bracelet every day.
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NALS Annual Education
Conference & National
Forum

Join NALS in the Ozarks
for the 59th Annual
Education Conference &
National Forum

October 21-24, 2010
Chateau on the Lake, Branson, MO

Detailed information on the Education Sessions to
be offered are available on the NALS website as
well as local information on all there is to do in and

around Branson. To register, go to
http://www.nals.org/conferences/nationalforum/regis.htmil
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